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The Campus Expression Survey (CES) asks
college and university students about different
facets of their experience relevant to open
inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and constructive
disagreement. Heterodox Academy (HxA)
has been surveying students on topics of

free expression since 2019. For 2024, HxA
partnered with College Pulse to adapt the
CES for administration to a sample of 1,548
Canadian students for the first time.

Learn more about the CES on our website.
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https://heterodoxacademy.org/
https://collegepulse.com/
https://heterodoxacademy.org/campus-expression-survey/

Figure 1.
Students’ self-reported reluctance to discuss 10 topics. N = 1,548,
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Figure 2.
Students’ reluctance to discuss controversial topics by self-reported political orientation. N = 1,548,
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Figure 3.
who report expecting formal sanctions if they were to express their honest views in the classroom. N = 1,548.

Figure 4.
ho report expecting informal sanctions if they were to express their honest views in the classroom. N = 1,548.




Figure 5.

Percentages of students ans
have experienced negative s;
thoughts and questions on cq

Figure 6.

Percentages of students answering Yes or No that they
have seen another student experience negative sanctions
for discussing controversial topics.
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Figure 7.
Extent to which students agree or disagree with various limits on free expression. N = 1,548,
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https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2021-74485-001

o [ ) Reluctance to discuss Israeli-Palestinian conflict, trans identity, and politics is
The Bl PlCture widespread in our sample, as are concerns about consequences from peers and
instructors for expressing their honest thoughts and opinions in class. We also see
in our sample that many students have either suffered or seen peers suffer adverse
consequences for discussing controversial topics in the classroom. These results

echo findings from the 2023 Campus Expression Survey, indicating widespread
problems of free expression and inquiry in the academy.

A closer look reveals important trends across political identities. Political extremity
seems to be closely associated with comfort in engaging with controversial topics.
We also find a considerable willingness to limit freedom of speech and expression
on campus across all political leanings. More politically moderate students are, on
average, less comfortable sharing their thoughts on controversial topics and less in
favor of limiting free speech on campus.

The results from the 2024 Canadian Campus Expression Survey raise important
questions about how the climate of higher education institutions can foster
environments that promote open inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and constructive
disagreement for all students across Canada.
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https://heterodoxacademy.org/reports/reluctance-to-discuss-controversial-issues-on-campus-raw-numbers-from-the-2023-campus-expression-survey/

Data and Methods

The 2024 Canadian CES was administered to a
non-representative sample of 1,548 Canadian
students from August 23, 2024 - September

9, 2024. Undergraduate students (54%) and
graduate students (46%) were surveyed. The
average age and median age of the sample is
25. Men are 46.3% and women 52.4% of the
sample, while the remaining 1.4% identified as
non-binary/non-conforming, or self-identified
otherwise.

Respondents hailed from over 250 higher
education institutions in Canada, ranging from
large universities to small colleges.

The 2024 Canadian CES sample, being non-
representative and non-probabilistic, may
contain biases that limit its generalizability.
Despite these limitations, we believe the
Canadian CES can provide valuable insights
into the state of open inquiry on Canadian
college and university campuses. Moreover,
the results of the 2024 CES are consistent with
HxA's previous findings that reluctance to
discuss controversial topics when relevant in
the classroom are widespread across different
types of institutions.

Caution is also advisable in inferring

claims about the extent to which 2024 CES
respondents—or students more generally—
actually do refrain from discussing their
honest thoughts, ideas, and questions about
controversial topics. People can be reluctant—
even very reluctant—to do something, and still
nonetheless do it. Thus, 2024 CES respondents
may report being somewhat or very reluctant
to, for example, discuss their honest thoughts,
ideas, and questions about the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and, nonetheless, set
aside their reluctance and do so. However,
one would expect that feeling some degree
of reluctance will, at the margin, inhibit
discussion of controversial topics.

The results of 2024 Canadian Campus
Expression Survey complement those of

the 2023 Campus Expression Survey, but
caution is warranted when comparing their
results directly due to changes in survey items
and sampling methodology.

Availability of Data
and Analysis Code

We welcome discussion of the 2024 CES data
and results. To make this easy, HxA makes the
survey response data (suitably cleaned and
anonymized) and the analysis code used to
write this report about the 2024 CES publicly
available on our website.

Acknowledgments

This data collection project and report were
made possible in part by the support of the
Templeton Religion Trust and other donors.
The opinions expressed in this report are those
of HxA alone and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Templeton Religion Trust.

College Pulse recruited the sample and
administered the survey questionnaire.

We would like to thank several HxA faculty
members in Canada for their helpful feedback
during survey development, and for their help
interpreting some of its results.

About Us

Heterodox Academy

Heterodox Academy (HxA) is a nonpartisan,
nonprofit membership organization of
thousands of faculty, staff, and students
advocating for policy and culture changes
that ensure our universities are truth-seeking,
knowledge-generating institutions grounded
in open inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and
constructive disagreement. Founded in 2015
by Jonathan Haidt, Chris Martin, and Nicholas
Rosenkranz, HxA has been working for nearly
a decade to educate academics about the
value of viewpoint diversity in research and
teaching, and create campus cultures in which
open inquiry thrives. With 74 HxA campus
chapters, and members at more than 1,800
institutions, HxA advances its mission through
policy, member organizing, and a belief in

the potential of our institutions of higher
education.

If you are interested in supporting our mission,
become a member or make a donation to
support our work. If you want to stay up-to-
date on HxA news, the latest HxA content,

or upcoming HxA events, subscribe to our
emails.

College Pulse

College Pulse is the leading survey research
and analytics company focused on capturing
the voices of today'’s college students.
Through our exclusive University Student
Panel™, which includes over 925,000 students
and recent graduates from more than 1,500
two- and four-year institutions across the US,
Canada, and beyond, we provide data-driven
insights that power custom marketing and
research solutions. Our innovative approach
helps organizations understand the unique
preferences, attitudes, and behaviors of the
college demographic.

For more information, visit collegepulse.com
or College Pulse's official Twitter account
@Collegelnsights.
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